Trailblazers Talk 1 - Philippi
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The Weather / Climate today:

Things will start out fine in and around Philippi, with lots of people enjoying the message that is being shared. Some will experience the best time ever.
However, there will be some who will be unhappy with what is going on and may even start to create a storm.

There is the possibility of a dramatic earthquake, later tonight resulting in a life changing experience for one man and his family.

By the end it will be best to leave the city and find an area with better conditions for telling others.
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PHILIPPI:

Today’s tour will be taking in the famous city of Philippi.

A Roman colony, where the people lived as if they were in Rome itself.

Many of those living in Philippi were retired from the Roman Army and although retired, they still kept a look out for anyone causing trouble, especially for the Emperor.
There was no synagogue for any Jews, because there weren’t enough Jewish men living in Philippi.

There are a number of great sights to see including:

The River Gangitis;

The Acropolis;

The Theatre;

The Baptism area;

The Jail;

The Egnatian Road;

& the Basilica.
SONG:
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Good News . . . 

1 – Olympics & GB’s Efforts 
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Good News. . .
1 – Amelie getting a brother or sister

2 – What about you? What good news do you have?

3 -  Volunteer given directions to good news of an undeserved gift.
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What should we do with good news?
How?
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Let me introduce to someone who we will be seeing a lot of this week.

His name is PAUL, and there are some things you need to know about his story: 
He hated Christians;
He was given the task of finding them, beating them, arresting them and for some it meant death;
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BUT he had an amazing meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus, which changed his life; 
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He became one of the best sharers of the good news about Jesus, that the world has ever seen. It was one of the most fantastic changes in someone’s life;
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For the rest of his life he took every chance to tell others about Jesus and this often meant that he suffered and was beaten, arrested and suffered very badly at times;
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Paul’s Message:

Jesus – 
God’s promised Rescuer


His life & death on the cross



He is the ONLY way to get right with God

He is the ONLY way to be saved



He is an Undeserved Gift to us
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MAP:
Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey to tell others about Jesus.

This week we will see his visit’s to 5 places and today is the first city he went to . . . . . PHILIPPI.
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3 People Paul met and spoke to:
Lydia – a businesswoman;

Slave Girl – owned by others, but could tell the future because of a spirit who was in her;

Jailer – who looked after the prisoners in Philippi

[Slide 13] 
Lydia’s Baptism:
On arrival no synagogue – river where people went to pray & there he met Lydia

READ – Acts 16v13-15
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Paul Speaking @ river:
On another occasion he went to the river to speak and was followed by a slave girl who had a spirit in her. She could tell the future and earnt her owners lots of money. 

She kept shouting out . . . “These men are the servants of the Most High God, they are telling you how to be saved”.

She kept this up for several days until Paul got fed up and ordered the spirit to come out of her, in the name of Jesus. It was very dramatic and the spirit left her.
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Slave Girls Owners:
The owners were not pleased. 

She couldn’t make money for them anymore.

They were angry and seized Paul and his friend Silas 
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and took them to the authorities. They were stripped, beaten, flogged and thrown in prison without any kind of trial.
About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God, when suddenly there was a violent earthquake and the prison doors flew open and all the prisoners chains fell off. 

It was very dramatic.
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The Jailer:
The Jailer came to investigate and when he saw the doors open, he was so frightened that he would be in serious trouble losing all the prisoners that he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, when Paul called out to him . . .
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Prisoners:

“Don’t harm yourself, we are all here.”.
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Jailer Kneeling:

He fell trembling at their feet and said . . . .
“What must I do to be saved?”

Paul replied, “Believe in our Lord Jesus”

That’s what our good news message was earlier.

The Jailer looked after Paul & Silas and when the authorities came in the morning, Paul accused them of not doing things properly and they asked him to leave the city, which he did and moved on to another city.
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Summary:

1 – Good News needs to be shared

2 – The BEST Good News is about Jesus, that He died on the cross to save us, so we can be friends with God, and that we need to believe and trust in Him
3 – When you’ve got this Good News about Jesus, tell others about it, because it’s for everyone, like we saw with Lydia, the slave girl and the Jailer.

