Trailblazers Talk 2 – Thessalonica & Berea
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The Weather / Climate today:

After a bright start in Thessalonica, things will start to get a bit cooler as those not happy with the message being spoken show their anger and disapproval. However they will be some who accept the Good News being shared and their lives will be changed forever.
Things will deteriorate very quickly to make Thessalonica a very, very hot place to be. In fact it will be too hot for Paul and Silas, resulting in every effort being made to get them out of the City and off to a much warmer place, where the message can be accepted rather than rejected.
In Berea things will start slowly, but as Paul & Silas arrive things will improve very quickly. Berea is the place to be for much more settled conditions and the message will be tested and examined resulting in the it being accepted throughout the city by many people. Changed lives will again be seen throughout the City, BUT again a storm will not be far away.
The storm will come from nearby Thessalonica, later in the day, but will build to be very violent and dangerous by the end. It would be very wise to escape the storm in Berea, and get to a quieter and safer city.
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Thessalonica & Berea:

Today’s tour will be taking in the famous city of Thessalonica & the nearby smaller city of Berea.

Thessalonica is an important trade centre and port and it is easy to reach by either the two major Roman roads or by sea. 

It’s the main city in its area and has a huge number of people living there. It is a very busy place with lots always going on.

Sights to see in Thessalonica include:
The ancient city;

The Agora or marketplace;

The Synagogue;

The Theatre;

And the view from the air is fantastic.

Berea, however, is smaller and not so busy. Very little is known about the City, but the people are very well known as being a good people who check things out carefully to make sure that what they are being told is the Truth.
They are a NOBLE People.

SONG:
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Accept or Reject?
1 – Mark Hughes 

2 – Marmite
3 – Pocket Money

4 – Homework  

5 – Skiing

6 – Alton Towers

7 – A free gift 
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Paul’s Story so far . . .
Hated Christians and hunted them down; 
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Had a dramatic meeting with Jesus which completely turned his life upside down;
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Spent the rest of his life telling everyone he met the Good News about Jesus and especially the best Good News that JESUS SAVES;
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For the rest of his life he took every chance to tell others about Jesus, travelling hundred of miles and this often meant that he suffered and was beaten, arrested and suffered very badly at times;
And yesterday we saw that he was forced out of Philippi because there were so many people who didn’t like his Good News message about Jesus.
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Paul’s Message:

Jesus is – 
God’s promised Rescuer
His life & death on the cross is an UNDESERVED GIFT to make us right with God

And the ONLY way to be saved
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Thessalonica:
On arriving in Thessalonica, Paul went straight to the synagogue with his friend Silas;
He told all the people there everything about Jesus – His birth, life, teachings, death on the cross and resurrection.

He also told them, like in Philippi, that Jesus is the ONLY way to God;

That Jesus is God’s PROMISED RESCUER;

That Jesus is the Best Good News because He is the ONLY one who can save;
READ – Acts 17v1-3
V3 – Paul explained and proved.
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Reactions:
Tick – Many believed what Paul taught
X – BUT there were some who were jealous, and 
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They got together a group of bad men to try and find Paul & Silas and beat them up and treat them really badly.
READ Acts 17v5-10
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Paul & Silas escaped. 

Many of the Thessalonians REJECTED Paul’s message about Jesus . . . . . THEY REJECTED JESUS.
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Berea:
Again Paul went to the synagogue first, to tell the Jews about Jesus.
The Message was the same again.

The Bereans were much better than those in Thessalonica, they really wanted to hear what Paul had to say & they checked the message every day to make sure that what Paul was saying was the TRUTH.
Many Jews believed & also many important Greek men and women. It was a brilliant place to be for Paul and Silas.
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The Bereans accepted Paul’s message about Jesus.
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But the troublemakers in Thessalonica heard that Paul & Silas were in Berea and sent a mob to cause trouble and get Paul & Silas.

The Bereans heard and managed to send Paul away before any trouble happened and Paul went to our next City to visit, but that’s for tomorrow.
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Summary:

1 – Paul’s Message didn’t change
2 – The BEST Good News is about Jesus, that He died on the cross to save us, so we can be friends with God, and that we need to believe and trust in Him
3 – What will your reaction to this message about Jesus be?
Accept = Eternal Life & live God’s way

Reject = No friendship with God & a life without Him forever.

What will you do?

