Trailblazers Talk 3 – Athens
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The Weather / Climate today:

After the bad conditions of the last few days in Philippi and Thessalonica, things start today in a bit of a holiday mood, allowing plenty of opportunity to have a look around the city of Athens in comfort. However, as time goes on things become overcast as the reality of the city becomes clear. 

The people allow plenty of freedom to wander around, but it soon appears that there are a lot of things bad in the city, especially so many strange ideas. The conditions are very disturbing and upsetting and as time in the city passes it becomes clear that something needs to be said and done to challenge what is happening there.
Things could go either way. There could be more storms like in previous cities, but they could also turn out really well if the people in the city listen and accept the knowledge they are being given.
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Athens:

Today we visit the special city of Athens where those with lots of knowledge come together to share ideas and learn from each other.

The city is not only full of clever people and people with many strange ideas, but it is also a place full of some of the best artists, poets, writers and speakers anywhere in the world.

However, it is also a city full of statues of gods and many other strange things. Paul knows this is not a good thing.

There are more sights to see in Athens, than possibly any other city in the world and they include:
The Parthenon;

The Temple of Hephaestus;

The Temple of Zeus;

The Acropolis;

The Agora or marketplace;

The view to Lycabetus Hill;

And Hadrians Arch.

SONG:
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Paul’s Story so far . . .
Hated Christians and hunted them down; 
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Had a dramatic meeting with Jesus which completely turned his life upside down;
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Spent the rest of his life telling everyone he met the Good News about Jesus and especially the best Good News that JESUS SAVES;
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Suffered for telling others about the Good News about Jesus, especially in Philippi & Thessalonica.
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Paul’s Message:

Jesus is – 
God’s promised Rescuer
His life & death on the cross is an UNDESERVED GIFT to make us right with God

And the ONLY way to be saved
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Guess the City of Culture?
Liverpool – The European City of Culture for 2008
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Athens:
Having escaped Berea secretly, on his own, Paul arrived in Athens to wait for Silas & Timothy to join him.
While he was waiting he did a bit of sight-seeing just like any of us might do. Athens was the centre of the world for learning, and art and writings. But very soon Paul became upset to see so many statues and monuments to loads of different gods. The city was full of them.

The Bible calls these statues to different gods, idols, and Paul could see that the people worshipped them and bowed down to them. They were statues to the gods Athena, Apollo, Jupiter, Diana, Neptune, Venus and Mercury as well as so many more. Everywhere Paul turned there were more and more. He hated seeing all these idols because he knew that these meant that the people either did not know of God or had rejected Him.
GET 6 LEADERS TO POSE LIKE A STATUE

For someone who knew the Good News about Jesus, this was very sad and upsetting. And Paul just could not keep quiet about what he saw, especially as he had the Best Good News . . . . . that Jesus saves and God in Heaven was the ONLY TRUE LIVING GOD.
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Agora & Other Places:
So Paul did the ONLY thing he knew. 

What do you think it was?

He told everyone he saw about the Good News of Jesus.

He did it in the Synagogue, and in the Agora, that’s the Marketplace, every day. He became well known.
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The Areopogus:

He became so well known that the leaders of Athens, brought Paul to a place called the Areopogus to explain himself to the leaders of the city.
The Areopogus was the place in Athens where people with new ideas could explain them and debate them with others, especially Athens leaders.

For many people this would have been very scary, especially as these men had the power to punish Paul for the things he was saying.

But it wasn’t like it had been in Philippi and Thessalonica.

Let me show an example of what happened:

HOMEWORK DEBATE with ANDREW & EMILY

READ Acts 17v22-23
Then Paul went on to explain to them the Good News about Jesus, as we have seen all week, and that there is ONLY ONE True God and he should be worship, not all the different statues representing loads of different gods.
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The leaders listened and at the end, Paul saw similar reactions to the Good News of Jesus in other cities.

Some wanted to hear more, some believed straight away and turned away from worshipping gods and some rejected his message and carried on doing the things they had been doing all along.

However this time Paul wasn’t driven out of the city, because of his message, he stayed there for a while longer.

Summary:

1 – Paul’s Message didn’t change & is still the same today.
2 – Jesus is the BEST Good News, especially that He died on the cross to save us, so we can be friends with God. 
3 – And if we accept this message, we need to listen to how God wants us to live and live His way.
