Trailblazers Talk 4 – Corinth
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The Weather / Climate today:

Since leaving Berea, the conditions have been much better for Paul. Although things haven’t been completely calm and bright, they have been less stormy and have meant he could stay in Athens for a while even when there was some opposition.

Today, Paul is able to move on to another very, very important city, a city which really needs to hear the Good News about Jesus. But it is a city which has a lot wrong with it, and especially the bad behaviour that many in the city show. 

This could make life very difficult for Paul as his Good News message will not be the kind of message that many in the city would want to hear.

If Paul is able to speak to the people regularly and help them to understand about the Good News of Jesus, things will get very bright and improve for the future.
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Corinth:

Today we visit the huge city of Corinth, one of the largest and most important in the whole of this region. 
Athens was the centre of culture, but Corinth is the centre for trade and business.

The city is has 2 ports and almost anywhere can be reached from Corinth by land or sea. Paul knew this and I’m sure knew that if the Good News was accepted here in Corinth, it could be sent to anywhere in the world by people visiting the city from all over the world.
Like Athens, Corinth is also a city full of idols to different gods. One of the most important was the Temple to Aphrodite, the goddess of love. Many people in the city followed her ways which were really bad and definitely against Jesus’ way of living.

There are many sights to see in this large city, including:
The huge Corinth Canal;

The Agora or marketplace;

The Temple of Apollo;

Many examples of buildings with Corinthian columns;

And the fantastic Corinthian coastline.

SONG:
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Paul’s Story so far . . .
Hated Christians and hunted them down; 
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Had a dramatic meeting with Jesus which completely turned his life upside down;
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Spent the rest of his life telling everyone he met the Good News about Jesus and especially the best Good News that JESUS SAVES;
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Suffered for telling others about the Good News about Jesus, especially in Philippi & Thessalonica.
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Paul’s Message:

Jesus is – 
God’s promised Rescuer
His life & death on the cross is an UNDESERVED GIFT to make us right with God

And the ONLY way to be saved
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Corinth:
Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.
READ Acts 18v1-11

Again Paul had lots of people against him, especially the Jews from the synagogue and so he refused to speak with the Jews and instead went to all the other people in Corinth, and told them the Good News about Jesus.
Because he decided to stay in Corinth for a long time, he worked making tents, during the week and earnt enough money to live and then taught everyone who would listen to him about Jesus at weekends. He stayed in Corinth for about 1 ½ years.
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Gallio:
The Jews who were against Paul tried to get the governor of Corinth to stop Paul speaking about Jesus, they hoped that he would be put in prison, but the Governor Gallio refused to get involved which allowed Paul to carry on teaching.
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1 Corinthians 13 – Teaching about Loving like Jesus:

Because of the bad behaviour in Corinth, Paul taught people about living like Jesus and showing Christian love just like him. It was a very different way of living from the way the Corinthians showed love. 
Paul wanted the people of Corinth to know that Jesus expected His followers to live the right way.

Maybe we can see whether we show the right kind of love, just like Jesus:
Love is:

Patient 

Kind

Truthful

Forgiving

Protecting

Trusting

& keeps going when things are tough
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Love is not:

Jealous

Boastful

Proud

Rude

Selfish

Easily angered

Evil & bad
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Accept or Reject:

All this week we have followed Paul’s journey through 5 very different Cities, but all of them needed to hear the Good News about Jesus.
Each day we have heard that same message about Jesus being God’s promised Rescuer;

An Undeserved Gift;

The reason why we can be friends with God for ever.

Will you ACCEPT or REJECT the Good News about Jesus?

Will you accept Jesus to be your friend forever?
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If you will, then just as Paul told the Corinthians, you need to show love to others like Jesus always did in His life.

You need to ask Him to help you to live His way, so you can put a tick next to each of the things we have seen this morning.

Let’s Pray together.

Dear Lord Jesus,

Thank you for all the Good News we have been hearing about you this week.

Thank you that you love me so much that you died on the cross to rescue me.

I’m sorry for all the wrong things I have done, but I want to live your way.

Please help me to show the kind of love you showed.

Amen

