Trailblazers Talk 5 – Ephesus
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The Weather / Climate today:

Today, Paul is able to move on to another very, very important city, a city which really needs to hear the Good News about Jesus. 

As he arrives he receives a warm welcome by a few believers and these encouraging conditions continue for next three months as he visits the Synagogue regularly. However, things hot up a little as the Jews won’t receive his message.

As Paul changes venue, he finds some stability for the next couple of years, until a huge storm arrives through a couple of traders who make miniature shrines of the goddess Artemis for tourists. They don’t want people to accept the Good News about Jesus as it is likely their trade will go, so they create a huge and frightening storm.
Will Paul survive this storm and will that be the end of the Good News of Jesus for the people of Ephesus?
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Ephesus:

Today we visit another large city. The city of Ephesus, today, is in the West of Turkey near the coast. Like Corinth it is a very important place for trade and business and has a busy port.

Like Athens & Corinth, idols are a big thing in Ephesus, and especially the goddess Artemis, who has a very big Temple in the city and has a huge amount of influence on the people.

Ephesus is a city divided by many things, so any message that brings people together would be good, but would receive a lot of opposition, as we will see.
There are many sights to see in this large city, including:
Curetes Street, the main street through the city which saw many, many processions;

The Temple of Artemis;

The Hall of Tyrannus;

& the huge Theatre.

This week we have visited:

Philippi

Bible

Thess & Berea
Accept & Reject

Athens

Idols

Corinth

Bad stuff

Ephesus

Logo?

SONG:
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Paul’s Story so far . . .
Hated Christians and hunted them down; 
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Had a dramatic meeting with Jesus which completely turned his life upside down;
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Spent the rest of his life telling everyone he met, the Good News about Jesus and especially the best Good News that JESUS SAVES;
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Suffered, for telling others the Good News, about Jesus, especially in Philippi & Thessalonica.
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Paul’s Message:

Jesus is – 
God’s PROMISED RESCUER
His life & death on the cross is an UNDESERVED GIFT to make us right with God

And the ONLY way to be saved
SONG:
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Ephesus:
After Corinth, Paul left and went to Ephesus, now in the west of Turkey.
On arriving, Paul spoke with some Christians who had already received the Good News about Jesus, but had only received a part of that Good News.

Their understanding was only in part, so Paul spent some time with them, explaining the Good News in full. They received everything Paul told them with enthusiasm and excitement.
As we have seen in Thessalonica, Berea, Athens & Corinth, Paul then went to the Synagogue to teach the Jews about the Good News of Jesus and he spoke very boldly for three months, arguing strongly.

Like we have seen in the cities before, the Jews rejected the Good News about Jesus & so Paul left them and set up in the Lecture Hall of Tyrannus, where he taught everyday. Although Paul faced loads of opposition, he carried on teaching there for more than two years and saw loads of exciting things happen.
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Riot:
The reason for Paul leaving Ephesus came about when a couple of silver traders, who made miniature shrines of the Goddess Artemis, created a massive riot in the city against Paul. It got so bad that a huge crowd came together in the city’s Theatre and there was a very real danger of Paul and the other Christians with him, coming to harm.
Paul was kept away for his own safety, but others faced this frightening scene. Then the City Clerk spoke up and quietened crowd. He brought calm to the situation and dismissed the crowd, but it was clear Paul needed to be sent to safety again.

READ Acts 20v1
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Letter:

But that was not the end between Paul and Ephesus, because he wrote to the Christians there to teach them much, much more about the Good News of Jesus and what it meant. And this letter is also as helpful to us today.
In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul gave clear teaching and instructions for the church, teaching and instruction to help them to grow in their faith and developed their relationships with each other.
I want to briefly share with you this morning, three things Paul taught the Ephesians, three things that are just as helpful to us today as well:
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One in Christ:

In Chapter 2, Paul explained that no matter who we are, no matter what background or situation we come from, no matter what knowledge or experience we have . . . . . we are made right with God through His death on the cross and God raising Him to life after three days.
Paul calls this being made ‘one in Christ’, becoming one family through what Jesus has done.

Paul makes it really clear that this is completely God’s work, 100%, and although we don’t deserve it, He loves us so much that it is a gift. The Bible calls this God’s Grace – an undeserved gift.
Ephesians 2v8
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Unity:

In chapter 4, Paul teaches about unity and being together in God’s family. 
READ 4v1-3
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MCFC Logo:

Here is the object for Ephesians, it’s a MCFC Shirt, with the logo showing.
This is the logo of unity within a football club.

Whoever you are and from whatever your background, you are united together under this logo.
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Unity:

Within God’s family the logo of unity is the the cross of Jesus.

It is through Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection that we are able to be united and therefore Paul says in Ephesians 4v3
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Live As God’s Children:
Finally in chapter 5, Paul teaches the Ephesians . . . . and us too . . . . that we need to live as God’s children, in His family.
READ Ephesians 5v1a

We need to live seeking God’s approval for ALL HE has done for us through His ONLY Son, not because it will save us but because God has already saved us.
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Summary:
This week we have learnt loads about the Good News of Jesus, but in summary there are four things in particular:

1 -Jesus is God’s Promised Rescuer;

2 - He is an Undeserved Gift;

3 - He is the ONLY way to be saved;

4 - He is a message for EVERYONE

WILL YOU ACCEPT HIM?

If your answer is Yes, whoever you are, adult or children, have a chat with Simon, or any of the leaders here at St. John’s, and they can tell you more.
Or if you wish, have a chat with me afterwards.

Please don’t reject the Good News of Jesus, like some of the Philippians, Thessalonians, Athenians, Corinthians & Ephesians.

