Jonah Talk 2 – The God who Saves
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BIG Trouble:

Think of a time when you have done something really bad and knew you were in BIG trouble.
Maybe you did something, perhaps disobeyed your parents, and they were really upset with you, because you had let them down so badly.

How did you feel? 

Can you remember and imagine how horrible you felt inside?
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Jonah’s Trouble:

Yesterday we left Jonah in trouble . . . . thrown overboard . . . . . sinking in the sea . . . . . . desperate . . . . . and in a hope-less situation.
What was he to do?

There is no hope of getting out of this situation and all because he wouldn’t do what God told him to.

He had let God down really badly and now he was being punished for doing wrong.

What would happen next?

Surely he would just have to die by drowning, as his punishment for running away from God and not obeying him?

We will see what happens to Jonah after the next song.

SONG:
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Jonah’s Story . . . . part 2:

See separate sheets . . . . ‘Lost Sheep Script’ – Day’s 1 & 2
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In the Belly of the BIG fish:
Jonah’s situation seemed hopeless, but it wasn’t because God was in control.
Although Jonah was disobedient, God showed COMPASSION – he cared about Jonah – and rescued and saved him.

Let’s look at how Jonah reacted to being rescued from the sea and certain death.
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The Bible tells us:

Ch 1 v17 – that God sent a big fish to swallow Jonah.
He was in the fish for 3 days and 3 nights.

Ch 2 v1 – While in the Big fish Jonah prayed to God.
Let me read you his actual prayer . . . v2-9

Ch 2v9 – Jonah knew that God had saved him . . . “Salvation comes from the Lord.” God Saves.

Ch 2v10 – The rescue was complete as the fish spat Jonah out onto dry land.
MAYBE DON’T DO:

[Slide 6] - Sin – Judgement - Grace:

Everywhere in the Bible these three always go together.
Where there is sin – disobedience against God – God always punishes, but where there is punishment, God shows Grace – an undeserved gift from Him.

In Jonah’s case, he sinned – disobeyed God, was punished, but God gave him His Grace by rescuing Jonah, through the Big fish.

Isn’t that amazing that God is sooo COMPASSIONATE and loving.
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Me & You:

Do you know, we can think about Jonah and all that has already happened to him and think  . . . “Isn’t he stupid. Fancy disobeying God. We’re NOT like him!” 

And how about the Ninevites . . . . “Aren’t they really bad people. We’re NOT like them!”
But in God’s eyes we aren’t any better.

And just like the Ninevites & Jonah, we need God to rescue & save us.

God wants us to Trust Him, Obey Him and Love Him.

When we don’t we have sinned, which means we deserve to be punished by not being friends with God.

BUT

God wants us to know His Grace, His undeserved gift of a rescue and saving.

And God has given us the most wonderful rescue in allowing Jesus to be punished instead of us and that is what Easter is all about.

[CLICK for the Cross to appear] 

Ch. 1v17 says that Jonah was in the belly of the fish for 3 days, before he was saved.
& Jesus was in the tomb 3 days after dying on the cross, so that we could be saved and be friends with God forever.

In both God does the rescuing, to save those he loves and cares about.
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What can we learn from Jonah Chapters 1 & 2: 
God Judges & Loves . . . 

God Saves
