Jonah Talk 3 – The God who Forgives
[Slide 1 & 2]

Who has learnt a new skill recently:

Who has learnt a new skill recently?
Here are some examples of things that you will have learnt:

Walking

Learning to ride a bike

Learning to read

Or learning a sport

When you learn something new, whether a skill or some knowledge, like these, you usually want to put what you have learnt into practice as much as you can.
It’s no good learning and then do the same as you have always done.

Imagine a toddler learning to walk and then just crawling all the time. . . . . it doesn’t make sense!

[Slide 3]

Jonah’s Learning:

You’re never too old to learn new things and Jonah was no different.
Despite the fact that he tried to run away, he learnt through the things that happened to him that . . . .

God was in Control

Yesterday we left Jonah, having been saved by God using the Big fish, on the beach. Having learnt that God is in control, I wonder whether Jonah will now listen to God and obey Him?
We will see what happens to Jonah after the next song.

SONG:

[Slide 4] 

Jonah’s Story . . . . part 3:

See separate sheets . . . . ‘Lost Sheep Script’ – Day’s 1, 2 & 3
Get the children to fill in bits of the story.
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Equation:
So Jonah obeyed God, went up to Nineveh, told the people what God had said and warned them that the City was going to be destroyed in 40 days because of their very, very bad ways.
Jonah spoke God’s message 

The result

=

The people believed in God . . . . . they were really, really sorry.

They even changed into their sad clothes, to show how sorry they were [verses 5-6]

&

The King made a big announcement that everyone and even the animals in the city weren’t to eat or drink anything.

Instead . . . .
They needed to cry loudly to God, everyone must turn away from his evil life, stop doing harm and pray that God will change His mind.

And Jonah 3v10 says . . . . . .

God did not punish them. God had forgiven them all their bad ways and horrible actions.
You see the Ninevites had learnt something new from God and their hearts had been changed.
They weren’t only very, very sorry, they did something about it.

The Bible has a word for this . . . . The word is Repent.

Explain what ‘Repent’ means.

God promises that He will forgive ALL who repent, that is are really sorry, mean it and turn to Him.
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Me & You:

Just like yesterday, the message that Jonah took to the Ninevites, is a message that God has for ALL of us too.
God wants to save & rescue us, to be His friends forever. That’s why He sent Jesus.

[CLICK for the Cross to appear] 

In fact Jesus, himself explained this the book of Matthew, when he talked about Jonah.

Jesus said that what happened to Jonah is a sign for us. He said, Jonah was in the Big fish for 3 days and 3 nights and that He, Jesus would be in the grave for 3 days and 3 nights.

Jesus said that because Jonah was saved and told them God’s message, even though they were soooo bad, they were sorry and changed their lives.

Jesus said that He is much, much greater than Jonah and His message will save everyone, but we must be sorry, believe and trust in Jesus and change our lives.
[CLICK for the Heart to appear]
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What we have learnt:
· God Judges & Loves

· God Saves

· God Forgives
