Jonah Talk 4 – The God of Compassion & love
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Have you ever sulked:

Have you ever sulked?
Show me a sulking face.

Here are some examples of sulking faces:

Maybe you wanted to go out with your friends, but instead you have to go to a family event, where you know it will be boring . . . .  so you sulk!!
Or there is this really great programme on television, that you want to see, but your Mum wants to see something on the other side . . . . so you sulk!!
Or you have seen a toy you really want and your friend has already got it, but your parents say you have to wait. You can’t have it now, but you want it now . . . . so you sulk!!

Why do we sulk?

[Because we don’t get our own way. It’s quite a selfish thing, sulking]
SONG:
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Jonah’s Story . . . . part 4:

See separate sheets . . . . ‘Lost Sheep Script’ - Day’s 1, 2, 3 & 4

Get the children to fill in bits of the story.
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Jonah’s Journey:

He has come a very long way, our friend Jonah.
1 - He started out with a message from God, His Lord, which he needed to take to the people of  Nineveh;
2 – He knew what they were like, from Ancient carvings . . . . they were very, very bad;
3 – He decided to ran away from God, in the opposite direction but God was in Control and sent a storm;

4 – He was rescued by God from certain death, by a Big fish:

5 – Eventually obeyed God and went to Nineveh to give God’s message, where the the people changed and God forgave them all;

6 – And as we have just heard, as Jonah sulked under a lovely Vine, God sent a worm to munch and kill the Vine.

Jonah was not a happy man at all!!!

But what is really going on with Jonah and what can we learn from this last part of our story?
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Jonah:
Chapter 4 verse 1 says Jonah was very unhappy that God did not destroy the city. He was angry.
What do you think Jonah wanted?

[He didn’t like Nineveh . . . . . they were enemies of Israel, he didn’t want God to save his enemies]

Jonah tells God that he knew this would happen. He says, “You are a gracious & compassionate God, slow to anger and full of love.”
What a fantastic thing to say about God . . . . . that he cares about everyone and is FULL of love for them and wants to rescue and save them.

But isn’t Jonah horrible . . . . he doesn’t understand how much God loves all those he has made, 
God loves Jonah, He loves Israel, He loves Nineveh and He loves you and me.

And he goes outside the city and sulks!!!

Then he is pleased that a vine protects him from the hot sun, but when it dies he gets really angry again about the vine dying . . . . . even though he didn’t plant it, water it or look after it. In fact he hadn’t done anything with it.
[Slide 6] 
God:

Jonah’s story finishes with God showing Jonah and us what kind of God He is . . . . 
Read what God says in 4v10-11
What we have learnt:
· God Judges & Loves

· God Saves

· God Forgives

· God is Compassionate & full of Love . . . . for everyone and sent His only son, Jesus, to die on a cross, so that we can be friends with Him forever
