Jonah Talk 5 – The God Who Provides
[Slide 1]

Jonah’s Story . . . . complete:

See separate sheets . . . . ‘Lost Sheep Script’ – Day’s 1, 2, 3 & 4

Get the children to fill in bits of the story.

SONG: ‘Go, go, go, into the World’
[Slide 2, 3 & 4]

God Provides:

The story of Jonah, as with many in the Bible may be well known to us and I’m sure, like me, we’ve all thought about these Bible characters as being something special and maybe even, ‘Hero’s’.

But if we do, we are actually failing to see the most important lessons we can possibly learn and miss the key point of the story.
‘The Hero is ALWAYS God . . . . . . or Jesus.’

And Jonah’s story is no different.

This week we have learnt so much from the four chapters of Jonah, and specifically what God is like.

But more about the lessons we have learnt in a moment.

This morning we have gone through the whole of the story and I want us to think through it again, but especially looking at all the things God provided throughout all the chapters:
A Message

A Messenger

A Wind & Storm

A Fish - Rescue
An Escape

A Vine

A Worm 
A scorching Wind

Salvation

GOD was always in control
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Me & You:

God has provided for us too.
He’s provided a message & a messenger.

The message is really clear:
We can think about Jonah and what he was like and say  . . . “Isn’t he stupid. Fancy disobeying God. We’re NOT like him!” 

And how about the Ninevites . . . . “Aren’t they really bad people. We’re NOT like them!”

But in God’s eyes we aren’t any better.

And just like the Ninevites & Jonah, we need God to rescue & save us.

And God’s message to us through Jesus . . . .
Repent & turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.

[Slide 6]

Cross & Resurrection:
If we turn to God His promise is that through Jesus -Our Rescuer – dying on the cross & being raised to life again, 

WE ARE RESCUED
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Cross & New Heart:
And God’s rescue is all about Him forgiving us and giving us a brand new Heart. 

A Heart that loves Him, and wants to believe and trust in Him. 

A Heart that is clean from all the wrong things that stopped us being friends with Him before.

A Heart that enables us to be friends with God forever.
And it is all made possible because Jesus obeyed His Father completely and died on the cross to take the punishment we should have had.
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God:

By the end of Jonah, we have found out that God:
· Judges & Loves

· Saves

· Forgives

· And is Compassionate & full of Love . . . . 
What are you going to do with this story?

Not a child of God?


Turn to God this morning, ask Him for forgiveness & help to live His way.

Not sure whether you are?

Turn to God this morning, ask Him for forgiveness & help to live His way.

Child of God?

Turn to God this morning, ask Him for forgiveness & help to live His way.

PRAYER:

Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for all the Good News we have been hearing about YOU this week, especially about your rescuing, saving, compassion & Love.

Thank you that you love me so much that you gave your one & only Son, Jesus, to die on the cross to rescue me.

I’m really sorry for all the wrong things I have done I want to turn to you and want to live your way.

Please help me to tell others about your Good News and show the kind of love you showed.

Amen
