Super Sleuths Talk 1:

 ‘The Crime Scene’
Welcome:
SONG:
‘Allelu, Allelu, Allelu, Allelujah’

[Slide 1]
Introduce the week’s Theme:

‘Super Sleuths’

[Slide 2]
Introduce me . . . . . BDI (Bible Detective Inspector)
Mark TOMLINSON

[Slide 3]
Introduce the Overall Bible Theme:

‘The Case of the Empty Tomb’

[Slide 4]
Introduce Episode One: ‘The Crime Scene’

I love a good mystery. I hope you do too!

I love watching the detective find the clues, asking the questions he needs to ask, piecing together the evidence and working out the whodunit . . . . . 
‘Who stole the diamond?’ . . . . . . ‘Who dealt the fatal blow to the unsuspecting victim’. 

Well this week you have to be detectives for me. But the big mystery is an even more important whodunit than usual. 
This is a whodunit that will turn your world upside down; this is a whodunit which will change everything about your life!
SONG:
‘Our God is a Great Big God’
OK, let’s start with some of the main people involved in the Mystery . . . . 

· Jesus

· Religious Leaders

· Romans

· Disciples & Followers of Jesus

[Slide 1]

Who was Jesus?
· Born in Israel;

· Lived in Nazareth as a carpenter until he was about 30 years old; 

· Started his work for His Father in Heaven, God, about 33AD; 

· He was a miracle Worker; 

· An Amazing teacher; 

· Healed sick people; 

· Made the blind see; 

· Evan raised the Dead!;

[Click] 

· Some said He was God’s Chosen Promised King from the OT; 

· He claimed to be God Himself, the ONE promised to rescue everyone from God’s punishment for rebellion

[Click] 

[Slide 2] 

What Happened? 

[All the events]
[Slide 3]

What Happened? 

[one by one]
[Slide 4]

Was He really Dead?
The Jewish leaders conspired to have Jesus arrested and the Romans nailed him to a cross.  But was he dead? We have three witnesses…
· Roman Soldiers:
Let me take you through what the Romans would do to him: firstly they whipped him, now this was pretty harsh, making your back bleed, and some of the prisoners didn’t even make it to the cross. Then they made him carry his cross, a massive piece of wood to the hill where they would then nail him to it and hang him up in the hot sun. It was horrible, hard to breath. After a while the Romans would check if you’d died by putting a spear in your side and if blood and water oozed out then you were already dead. 
This is what they did to Jesus so they knew he had died and so they left him there. 

What we need to know is that these Romans don’t make mistakes, they crucified hundreds of criminals in this way, they knew what they were doing.
[Slide 5]
· Joseph of Arimathea:

Read Luke 23:50-53. 
So Joseph was a good man, he was also a wealthy man to own a tomb like that. He took Jesus down from the cross, wrapped him and laid him in a tomb like this. Now he would have noticed wouldn’t he, if Jesus was still alive? He would have stopped and gone, ‘Hang on, he’s still breathing.’ But no, he laid him in the tomb and then rolled a massive stone across the entrance.
[Slide 6]
· The Women:

Read Luke 23:54-56. 
They watched Jesus being crucified, they were there when he was taken down from the cross and they saw Joseph lovingly place him in the tomb. They were gutted, their leader was dead! The picture we get is of them weeping and very sad.
[Slide 7] 
Jesus’ Promise:

Before all the events took place, Jesus spoke to His disciples and followers about what would happen. This is what He said to them:
Luke 23v50-53:
Jesus Again Predicts His Death: 

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, 

"We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock Him, insult Him, spit on Him, flog Him and kill Him. On the third day He will rise again."  

The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what He was talking about.
[Slide 8] 
Why did He have to Die?
Read Jeremiah 31v33-34:

A New Promise: 

"This is the agreement I will make with the people of Israel at that time," says the Lord: 
    "I will put my teachings in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. People will no longer have to teach their neighbours and relatives to know the Lord,  because all people will know me, from the least to the most important," says the Lord. 
    "I will forgive them for the wicked things they did, and I will not remember their sins anymore." 

[Slide 9] 

Sin = Disobeying God = Separation from God / Death
[Slide 10] 

Separation from God

[Slide 11] 

God’s Rescue

Summary:
This is not some murder mystery, there’s the surprise. 
Because we KNOW Jesus was dead! 
And we know who killed him! 
There’s no doubt about any of those things. 
No the mystery here is much bigger.
And WE WILL SEE WHAT IT IS Tomorrow . . . . . 

SONG:
‘Jesus is the King’
