Reflection week assembly script – Thursday 12th February

Animals
Aims: That the children understand:
· how varied and wonderful animals are
· that God made them good

· that because of our rebellion our relationship with animals became difficult;
· that this will be made good again.
[Tim introduces us]

Laura – Thank you Mr Bowden, well today we thought we would change things around a little and, wait for it, hold onto your hats, we’re going to sing our creation song now.  So far we have focussed on the first two verses and today we are going to do the next two all in one go.  So, here are the actions and words to verses 3 and 4.
[Laura then goes through actions and words with backing actions people]

David – Well done, well done, that was great I thought you guys sang brilliantly, now I’m sure most of you can probably guess what the topic is for today; we’ve done water, plants… any one?  That’s right animals.  Hands up if you like animals?

[X asks a few of the children which animals they like and why]

David – Animals are great aren’t they; they can do all those things and more, they can be very helpful, what can animals do for us? [X takes some suggestions], that’s right dogs can be guard dogs or can help blind people as guide dogs, animals can be good friends to people.
Chaz – And some of them taste nice too [licking his lips]

David – Don’t say that you might upset them.

Chaz – Don’t be silly, what will most people be eating for their lunch?  Anyway, we need some volunteers to help us with a game. [X and Y pick several volunteers].  Now you guys from that side of the room are team A and you others are team B and in turn you will hear an animal noise and I want you to tell me what it is.

[Gareth will make animal noises from behind a screen]

[Chaz sums up who won and ushers the children back with a round of applause].

David – Right, now let’s hear from the Bible about God creating animals [we will have pre-asked two year 5 children who are good at reading to read Genesis 1:20-23 and 24-25 with a photo montage going on behind them]
Chaz – So God created the animals and it was? [holding up the card with ‘good’ written on it.]

Laura – [slightly negatively] Wait a minute, wait a minute, I know what you are going to say now; you’re going to say, though God creating animals was good we decided we could run the world better than God but it turns out we can’t and that’s why when we meet animals its not always good, sometimes it is bad!

Chaz – Erm well yes, I was about to say that before I was so rudely interrupted.
Laura – But it’s not true, you’ve just heard about all the animals that everyone here loves and my little dog Monty is lovely, look here he is [encouraging an ah! From everyone], are you saying my dog Monty is bad?

Chaz – Laura I would never dare say anything about Monty, even though he is not real and he’s only a stuffed toy.

Laura – what [covering Monty’s ears], don’t say that, he doesn’t know that he’s not real how would you feel if someone said you weren’t real?

Chaz – But I am real!  Look Laura put Monty away, as a stuffed toy, I’m sure he doesn’t give you too much trouble, but what about problems we have with real animals?
Laura – Like what?

Chaz – Well we don’t want to scare anyone so we won’t go into details, but some animals aren’t as friendly as others and sometimes we need to protect ourselves from them.

David – But also sometimes we do things to animals that cause harm to them and to us, like when we feed them the wrong things and they develop diseases, which could be passed back to us!
Laura – Oh! So things aren’t completely good between us and animals at the moment.

David – No but just like with plants and water the Bible says that when Jesus comes back again things will change, things between animals and us will be good again.

Laura – That sounds like really good news; good news for both animals and us!

David – It is and if you’re in years 4 and 5 you can come along to the lunchtime club any time over lunchtime to help paint some fish and birds which are going to be displayed on the patio outside here.  Before we finish let’s pray [pray thanking God for creating all the wonderful different animals, saying sorry for having thought we could run the world better on our own and for the promise of making all things right again, when finished praying look to Tim/other teacher to indicate we have finished]
Equipment

None
