Reflection week assembly script – Wednesday 11th February

Plants
Aims: That the children understand:
· how varied and wonderful plants are
· that God made them good

· that because of our rebellion growing plants became difficult and some are harmful;

· that this will be made good again
[Tim introduces us]

Gareth – Thank you Mr Bowden, well we’re half-way through our week of reflection, thinking and learning about God as Creator and we hope that you are enjoying it.  Today we are thinking about plants and we thought a good way to stat thinking about that would be to speak to someone who really knows their stuff, so we have asked Farmer Giles (Chaz) and Peter Plant lover (David) here to come and tell us a little bit about growing plants.  Hello
Both – Hello

Gareth – First if I can ask you Farmer Giles, tell us what you grow on your farm

FG – Well, I’m a vegetable farmer, so I don’t grow wheat or corn that would go into your bread and cereals for your breakfast; instead I grow all the lovely vegetables which end up on your dinner plates, which I’m sure you all love to eat!
Gareth – I’m definitely not sure that’s true but anyway, I believe you’ve brought a bag for us to look at.

FG – I have and I would like some people to come up and guess what they are.

[FG and Gareth pick X children, FG asks each of them their names as they try to guess what the veg is by putting their hand into the bag]

Gareth – Well thanks for that Farmer Giles.  Peter plant lover I believe you have some pictures to show us?

PPL – Yes, these pictures are some of my favourite examples of amazing plants in the world.

[go through some amazing looking plants with descriptions, asking if the children can guess what they are – e.g. venus fly trap] 

Gareth – You seem to find real joy in all this 

PPL – I do and the Bible tells us that this was the way God intended it to be; plants were made good and for our enjoyment.  Listen to this form Genesis chapter 1 verses 11 & 12…

Gareth – Now yesterday we heard that God created water and it was good and we all said it together; let’s try it with plants ‘God created plants and they were:’  ‘good.’

Gareth – Now back to you Farmer Giles; do you find it easy being a farmer?
FG – No definitely not, it’s very difficult in fact.

Gareth – Really? Why? I see things just growing out of the ground everywhere! Just look out on the field there.
FG – Well things grow easily enough but the difficult bit is getting the right things to grow in the right place at the right time.  You have to make sure that the soil is the right sort of soil for the things you’re planting, that the weather isn’t too hot or too cold or too wet or too dry when you plant and that it isn’t too cold, too hot, too wet or too dry when you harvest it all in.  Then there are the pests!
Gareth – Pests?

FG – Yes, you know weeds and insects that eat the plants!  We are an organic farm so we don’t use chemicals! So we have to have all sorts of ways of stopping insects and diseases killing our plants.

Gareth – Sounds a nightmare!

FG – It can be, but it wasn’t always that way; just as we heard yesterday, the Bible says that we have turned around to God and told him that we think we can run the world and our lives better than he can, but it turns out we can’t and trying to grow plants is a good example of that; it’s really hard work! And often the Bible will use the picture of weeds and thorns as the difficulties in life that we face.

Gareth – So is that it? Will it always be really hard work; will we always have to fight it out against weeds and thorns?

FG – No no, the Bible says that Jesus is going to come back and when he does, everything will be made good again.  No more thorns, no more back breaking work, but plenty of lovely plants and trees!
Gareth – Thanks for that Farmer Giles and if you are in years 2 or 3, you can along to the Rainbow room at lunchtime today to do some activities about plants and possibly even do some planting outside on the patio.

Pray thanking God for plants and for the picture of weeds which reminds us that we cannot run the world ourselves, that we are not in control, help us to trust Jesus, knowing that one day there will be no more weeds and thorns and back breaking work, no more bad stuff in the world.

Now for our song, yesterday you will remember we focussed on the first verse, which had the following actions, today we focus on the second verse which has these actions.

Equipment

Farmers get up

PPT pictures of amazing plants

Veg and bag
