Reflection week assembly script – Tuesday 9th February

Water
Aims:

That the children understand:
· how vital water is to life

· that God made it good

· that because of our rebellion it became also dangerous

· that this will be made good again
[Tim introduces us]

[Cardboard box is on a table in the middle of the room with a glass of water inside it.]
Gareth – Thank you Mr Bowden, now…erm David, what are you wearing.

David – Well yesterday I heard you all talking about this being a week of reflection so I thought I had better come dressed for it.

Gareth – No, not reflecting light, reflecting on ideas, like thinking about things.

David – Oh! Sorry, so I don’t need this jacket then?

Gareth - No you don’t need the jacket.

David – OK [takes off jacket whilst asking:] so what are we reflecting on today?

Gareth – Well today we are reflecting, we are thinking about what’s in this box; you are all in the presence of the most precious thing in the whole world; in this box is the most valuable thing known to humans.  I almost dare not open the lid because it is so very precious.  What do you think it might be?
[take several answers]

Gareth – That’s right it is water and that is our subject for today: we are thinking about water; God creating water and what a good thing it is.  Now David here obviously doesn’t like water as I can smell he obviously hasn’t washed for some days!
David – Hey, I had a shower this morning actually!

Gareth – Really! It doesn’t show!  Anyway David is going to help us understand a little bit more about water by running a little quiz for us.

David – That’s right, so we are going to split the room down the middle and you are team A and you are team B; now we need three volunteers from each team.

[pick a spread of ages and genders, but don’t pick anyone from the front two rows on each side as these will be Nursery and Reception and may be embarrassed if they don’t understand]

David – Right, now there is no calling out from anyone, I am going to ask each person a question and give some possible answers and you have to tell me which you think is the right one.

OK:
1. If you don’t drink water what will eventually happen? (ans you will die)

2. How long can you last without water? (ans c3 days)
3. How much do we consume each day? (ans c150 gallons)
4. How much of a human is water (c60-70% depending on gender and age)
5. How much of the earth’s surface is covered by water (c70-75%, almost all!)
6. How much water should you drink each day? (people disagree over this one but, it’s something like 10 glasses like this).
David – So water is really important and the Bible says that God created it let’s listen to what the Bible has to say about it.

[Chaz reads Genesis 1:9-10]

Gareth – So the Bible says that God created waters and land and separated the two and said that they were what?  Good.  That’s right, let’s say that all together, when I say ‘God created water and called it,’ you say ‘good’.  And we can see how good it is when we think of how important it is for us to live.
Chaz – Hold on a minute though, aren’t there lots of bad things about water?

Gareth – Bad things? Oh no I’m sure not, what do you mean?

Chaz – Well what about [use power point to show these] all the floods around the world, the storms, the way water can very easily carry diseases which infect people really quickly and just ask your parents if they’ve ever had damp problems in their houses!
Gareth – I see what you mean, hmm that’s a problem, because I thought water was good?
Chaz – Well, the Bible explains it like this: we have turned around to God and told him that we think we can run the world and our lives better than he can, but it turns out we can’t and water is a good example of that we cannot totally control water, the sea is sometimes a very dangerous place!  And sometimes the Bible uses the picture of a wild sea to represent problems in life.
Gareth – Oh Chaz you’ve spoilt my day now I kind of liked water and now your making me think it’s possibly something to worry about.
Chaz – Well it is in a way, but it is also helpful because it makes us think of how much we need God and the Bible also says that one day when Jesus comes back he will put everything right again, like creating it all over again.  In the same way that the Bible uses the picture of wild seas to remind us of problems in life, it also says that one day that will go away, it will all be OK again.  Listen to this from Revelation chapter 21 verse 1, John says he had a vision of the new creation and ‘there was no sea anymore.’
Gareth – No sea in this new creation you’re talking about! I don’t like the sound of that I like the seaside!

Chaz – No, it doesn’t mean there will actually be no sea, but it’s a picture, a metaphor, meaning that there will be no problems; the Bible is telling us that if we trust in Jesus then things will be OK again and thinking about water helps us to remember that.
Gareth - Thanks for that Chaz – And if you’re in reception and Year 1 then you can come along to the Rainbow room at lunchtime today to do some activities with water that we will put up on our worship board over here.  Let’s pray before we have our song.  [Pray thanking God for water and for the picture of uncontrollable water which reminds us that we cannot run the world ourselves, that we are not in control, help us to trust Jesus, knowing that one day there will be no more sea, no more bad stuff in the world.]
Now for our song, yesterday you will remember we sang you the song all the way through and now we are going to concentrate on the first verse and teach you the actions.
Equipment:

Water questions

Power point and projector?

Sound system (schools?)

Music to effect calm/chaos/calm

Box
Glass of water
Who is doing what and who is controlling the sound and OHP etc.
